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The main selling points: Rochester, New 
York seeds rock music from classically 
trained cellist. I call this record a noble 

premise, questionably carried because the piece never 
emerges from the musical darkness.

Jenette Mackie employs dissonant techniques including 
harmonics and de-tuned vocals (listen to the beginning of 
"Acid Rain"). The combination of Jenette's vocals and her 
cello yield jolting, tumultuous, and pained melodies.

Musical categories would place this music somewhere 
between emo and grunge, made enigmatic by the cello and 
the female vocals. I can't say I'm a huge fan of this genre 
combination, but if you like occasionally violent, usually 
monotonous music, you may already be a fan.

References to Silvia Plath occur on the track "Plathian 
Fashions" and her tonality generally abounds. More than 
once in the course of the album's trajectory, the oppressive 
tones of a Victorian novel emerges, enhanced by the 
anachronism of the cello. I think the best quality of the 
record is its lyrically academic leanings.

I'll recommend Painkiller to anyone who likes dark lyrics 
and is interested in testing the limits of the cello in rock 
music.

-Erik Stinson
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